
Dr. Charles Cheng received a B.Sc. degree in 
Geochemistry from Zhejiang University, China, and 
obtained his Ph.D. degree in Earth Sciences from 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UC San Diego.  
He was a Research Fellow at the California Institute of 
Technology.   
 
Dr. Cheng is currently a project manager at the San 
Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board, CalEPA.  
His responsibilities include regulating point source 
waste discharges, issuing NPDES and WDR permits, 
compliance inspections and enforcement, and 

wastewater reclamation.  Dr. Cheng’s prior responsibilities and experience 
include investigation and remediation of soil, groundwater, and sediment 
contaminations; investigation and restoration of surface water and marine water 
resources.  Dr. Cheng’s research interests include water quality and sediment 
quality standards, technology and water quality based effluent limitations, clean 
up and treatment technologies, chemical and isotopic analysis, risk assessment, 
water quality and resource protection strategies. 
 
Dr. Cheng has worked in the academy, private industry and government agency 
for more than 25 years.  He is a California Registered Environmental Assessor 
and a California Professional Geologist.  He was a Senior Environmental 
Scientist, Technical Director in a private consulting firm.  He has taught at UC 
San Diego, Cuyamaca and Grossmont Colleges, and given lectures at several 
universities.  He is affiliated with a number of professional associations, including 
American Geophysical Union, National Water Well Association, California 
Groundwater Resources Association, Water Environment Federation, and 
California Water Environment Association.  He is a Director of the Overseas 
Chinese Environmental Engineers and Scientists Association.  In 1996, Dr. 
Cheng received a prestigious federal government Environmental Cleanup Award.  
In 2006, Dr. Cheng was invited by the Chinese State Foreign Affairs Office as a 
member of the California Chinese–American Environmental Delegation and 
provided expert opinions.   
 
Dr. Cheng has authored, co-authored or presented over 20 scientific articles, and 
numerous technical reports. His most recent publications include “US Strategies 
for Water Quality Protection”, “Processes of Establishing Water Quality 
Standards in California”, Proc. 11th Mainland Taiwan Environmental Protection 
Academic Conference, Harbin, China, June 8-12, 2007. 


